/Save [raqi }HStory‘?;
NO tanks Sa S ‘
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- By Kenneth Janda e

One can dlstmgulsh between destroy
ing cultural artlfacts yourse]f and 1
tmg others destroy them. .
S The Tahban

in - Aféﬁéﬁistan

The Phﬂlstmes in Irag followed the .
. mdlrect style Unfortunately for the
_ ,anment artifacts in"both countrles it
-, was a distinction without a difference:,- -,
" In March 2001, the ruling Tahban"
~used exploswes to destroy two towermg o

" statues of Buddha carved in a motin- :
‘tain about 75-miles- outmde Kabul
‘These’ statues,A aut 120- and 170 feet
‘tall .had: survwed for more‘than 1,500,
‘years before the Tahban cted

_Reuters filg photo
Now gone, this ancient Budd-
ha in Afghanistan was the tar-’
get of Taliban fanaticism. An-
ather similar statue also was
destroyed.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

. The Taliban destroyed the
Buddha statues despite pleas
from the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural
Orgamzatmn and the interna-
tional commumty,A including
other Mushm nations.”

ACCOrdmg to:The New York

| Times, the director general of
; UNESCO said, “Wordsfailmeto -
" describe adequately myfeelings .

of consternatlon and powerless- f

Tiess as I see the reports of the ir- |
' reversible’ damage that is bemg

done to’Afghanistan’s excep-
tional cultural heritage.”
" The Taliban sought to redi-
rect Afghanistan’s society })y
destroying its culture. ;
Philistines,” on the other
hand, are not 'so calculating
about cultural matters. Statues,
ar’twork and. stuff are not that
nrnportant for today’s world h
The term “Philistine” is root-

,ed in. biblical times; derlvmg

from Philistia, a region_ of an*
cient Palestme "The Amerlcan
Hemtage Dictionary says that,
over timé in the English lan-

| guage, "Philistine became ‘de-
fined as “d smug, 1gnorant espe-
'cmlly middle-class person who
i§ regarded as bemg indifferent
or antagonistic to, artlstlc and b
"cultural values.”

Phﬂlstmes were in. charge of

“Baghdad this month, when the
“National Museum of Irag was i
‘looted of more than 100 000
: ‘VLtems' '

years old:

Quoted "iri The: Wa]l Street V .
) have happened if Just one Amer— ‘

J ournal, Torkom Demirjian,

' pr931dent of a New York antiqui-

ties gallery, called the loss “one

"I of the greatest cultural dlsasters.

in recent history.”. .
Theloss could have been pre—

_| vénted, Weeks before the inva-
sion of Iraq, American experts-
on the- Middle East had in-

formed the Pentagon about the

immense value of the museum
| and urged that it be protectéd.

Professor McGuire Gibson at

-| the Un1ver31ty of C}:ucagos
.| famed Oriental Inst1tute ‘was

among those who stressed the
importance -of - preserving the
museurn for the world’s cultural

) ‘herltage Its collection reacheS‘
w .

|

‘stand, by and let them loot

' Baghdadhbrary whmh alsowas

VStaff said:
‘thing else

From Chicago Tribune, Section 2 "Perspectives,” April 27, 2003, p. 1.

Interviewed in The New York
Times, Gibson thought he had
gotten his message through.

“1 didn’t think that we Would

museum,” he said. "

"However, ‘the" Tlmes also -
ported that—desplte scholars
warnings—the government had
not ‘instructed military’ com-
manders to provide protectlon
for the museum---or for the

“She sald the lootmg would ot

just two Amemcan sold1ers m
thedoor. . o
“Theydon’tknow thls isamu
seum? They don’t: hke a mu—

seum?” she asked. ..
Certainly . the Phlllstmes in
charge knew about the museum
and had nothing against mu-
seums, but it wasa matter of pri-
orities. -t
Oh, yes, “the mﬂltary did. as-
sign soldiers to chip away. the
disrespectful ﬂoor art deplctmg
President George Bush I, which
was walked on by visitorsto the
Al Rashid Hotel.. ST
It was a matter of pmomtles,

Noﬂhwestem' Univ




