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x Preface 

Congress. Finally, the Index to the book itself has been prepared on 
computer with the program discussed in Chapter 1. 

Most of the material in these chapters has been previously 
in journals and books, as the source notes to the chapter headings 
cate. Many of these publications, however, lie outside the 
of political science literature. Therefore, the purpose in assembling this 
material in a single volume is to publicize the possibilities of information 
retrieval in political science. As in all collections of articles that have 
been prepared for publication elsewhere, there is bound to be some 
overlap, irrelevancy, and obsolescence in the assembled material. 
Through revision and abridgment, I have tried to eliminate as much as ' 
possible of the obsolete and irrelevant material. At the cost of some 
repetition, overlapping discussions were retained in different chapters if 
they seem to facilitate understanding. 

Because this book is a collection of articles describing one person's 
applications of information retrieval techniques, it omits some important 
applications in political research. The most obvious omission is the 
neglect of computer programs for identifying and retrieving interview 
questions and corresponding data from large numbers of sample surveys. 
In this connection, the work of Erwin Scheuch and Philip Stone, Ralph 
Bisco, and Hans Klingeman is especially noteworthy. Articles describing 
their approaches to the problem of retrieving quantitative information 
from data archives can be found in Social Science Information, February 
and April-June issues, 1967. 

Although not strictly classified as information retrieval, the "General 
Inquirer" program for content analysis deserves special mention as a 
computer technique of information processing that is not represented in 
this book. Use of this program for analyzing the content of political 
documents is perhaps best represented in the work of Ole R. Holsti, 
discussed in part in "An Adaptation of the 'General Inquirer' for the 
Systematic Analysis of Political Documents," Behavioral Science, 9 . 
(October, 1964) , 382-388. Holsti's work and related applications are 
reported in Philip J. Stone, et at., The General Inquirer: A Computer 
Approach to Content Analysis (Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1966), which 
is the major publication growing out of several years' experience with 
the computer system developed by Stone and his associates. 

The case for information retrieval in political science becomes even 
stronger when it is realized that the techniques and applications de­
scribed here do not exhaust the universe of existing techniques and 
applications. Moreover, the present universe must be only a small subset 
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CIt ruture possibilities. The whole range of present and future develop­
ments in information retrieval is the concern of a number of special 
Interest groups and committees, such as the Council of Social Science 
Ullta Archive's Information Retrieval Committee, chaired by political 
acientist Carl Beck. While the average political scientist cannot be 
"xpected to keep up with all the developments in information retrieval, 
he should keep a watchful eye toward their successful applications and 
ahould be prepared to exploit these applications to benefit his own 
acholarly activities. 

/\'vanston, 1967 Kenneth Janda 




